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FOREWORD 


One can scarcely undertake any extensive study of 
the problem, Jesus' Conception of the Kingdom, without 
realizing that it may be approached from either or both 
of its two larger aspects; namely, (L) the teor manner, 
er the method by which Jesus expected the Kingdom to 
be ushered in; and (2) that of matter, or the nature 
of the Kingdom after or when it arrived. 

Since to consider from the viewpoint of both manner 
and matter even the most important recent discussions 
of Jesus! Conception of the Kingdom would take us far 
beyond the reasonable limits of this thesis, it is the 
purpose of the writer to confine himself, insofar as 
possible, to the consideration of what Jesus had in 
mind relative to the manner in which the Kingdom should 
Gome in. It would be more accurate, perhaps, if we 
would state the subject as "Recent Discussions Regarding 
Jesus' Conception as to How the Kingdom Should Come In." 

The controversy over the use of such phrases as 
Kingdom of God and Kingdom of Heaven will not be taken 
into consideration. There seems to be a consensus 


Of opinion that the two expressions are synonymous in 
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meaning, + and for our purposes we shall so regard them. 
The use of the word "Recent", appearing in the 
title, implies reference to works written since 1911. 
And although this does not take us back to the origins 
of the revolutionary eschatological interpretation of 
Jesus’ conception, it does include the most complete 
and convincing presentation of that view, The Quest 
: : | Z 
of the Historical Jesus", by Albert Schweitzer. It 
also includes the somewhat more conservative statement 
by E. F. Scott as found in his The Kingdom and the 
Messiah. ° 
The general method followed in the development of 
this study has been that of discussing six of the chief 
phases of the problem as they are viewed by the authors 
of six of the most important recent books bearing upon 
the general theme. Where there has been general agree- 
ment amongst any number of the scholars, their views 
have been presented as a group and contrasted with the 
ia 
"The phrase, 'Kingdom of God' or 'Kingdom of the 
Heavens! does not appear frequently in literature 
before the Christian period, although the idea is 
frequent enough. In the Gospels the phrase is 
used as one by that time familiar to every one 
and needing no explanation." #. I. Bosworth, 
p. “38; See # 4, Bibliography. 
See Bibliography # 1. 
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See Bibliography # 2. 
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views of the scholar or scholars who held contrary 
convictions. Where sharp disagreement and wide diver- 
gencies of opinion are in evidence some effort has been 
made to suggest the most likely way out of the diffi- 
culty, without the sacrifice of essential values. 

The six works which have been chosen as the major 
ones in this field and around which the discussion is 
largely centered are as follows: 

The Quest of the Historical Jesus, Albert Schweitzer 

Phe Kingdom and the Messiah, E. F. Scott 

The Promise of His Coming, C. C. McCown 

The Life and Teaching of Jesus, E. I. Bosworth 

The Historical Life of Christ, J. Warschauer 


Jvesus, a New Biography, S&S. J. Case 


Insofar as there are frequent references and numerous 
quotations from these six works, throughout the thesis, 
only the author and the page of his book are indicated 
in the footnote and the reader is referred back to the 
bibliography for the complete reference. In all other 
Cases a complete reference to the source is supplied. 

It should also be noted that the study has not gone 
beyond the Synoptic Gospels for its Biblical sources. 

In answer to those who may feel that they would 
‘like to have a fuller exposition of the writer's own 


views on the various aspects of the problem which is 
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herein approached, let us say the following in defense 
of the method used: 

1. That this is not intended to be an in- 
Pe endeitnor exhaustive research in the field of Bibli- 
eo, Criticies, but rather a study. 

es In the second place the authors considered 
have themselves been so voluminous that to represent them 
at all fairly precludes space for personal convictions. 

De Since this is a critical study of the six 
important recent works themselves, it is manifestly the 
most fair and accurate policy to quote the authorities 
themselves as they take their respective stands on the 
Various issues. 

To familiarize one's self with the views and posi- 
tions of these men who, in each instance, have made a 
life work of Biblical interpretation, and to attempt a 
fair and adequate interpretation of the position held 
by each on so important a matter as peenat Conception of 
the Kingdom, is no small undertaking. But the task has 
been profitable in rewards to the writer and he hopes 
the results may be of as great value to the reader. 

I am especially indebted to Dr. CG. C. McCown for 
his helpful guidance, not only in the preparation of 
this treatise, but likewise in the several courses 


in which I have been privileged to be his pupil. 
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RECENT DISCUSSIONS OF 
JESUS! CONCEPTION OF THE KINGDOM 


A CRITICAL SURVEY 


Ghapter I 
SOME PREVAILING VIEWS 


Ask the average Christian to tell you what he means 
when he speaks about and prays for the coming of the 
Kingdom, and you will discover that he has in mind a 
rather distant and indefinite future time when rignteous- 
ness shall be triumphant; when all men shall live ac- 
cording a the Golden Rule; when sin and suffering shall 
be banished from off the earth; in short, when the will 
of God for men shall be fully anes And, as to 
when all these things are to come about you will find 
a still more vague and general idea. Yes, more than 
this you will find vast divergences of opinion and con- 
viction. There are more than a few who are still 
hoping for, waiting for, and confidently expecting the 
consummation of catyclysmic events which will usher in 
an ideal state of society or life. 

For the Christian, Jesus the Christ was the supreme 
-forthteller of this much desired Kingdom. This being 


the case, that person who wishes to have a more thorough 
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understanding of this Kingdom of God must turn to Jesus 
and search his utterances and attitude patiently and 
discerningly. It is through the prism of his marvelous 
Character that we hope to catch the rays of light which 
will reveal to us the truth. a6 tisyto i this.task-that 
we now turn, realizing that many have searched here 
before; that none have been able to say "We have dis- 
covered the whole and final truth;" neither nas anyone 
been able to say, "the eternal truth is entirely hidden 
to man;" but where all who have made the search have 
found the Kingdom becoming more manifest in their own 
hearts and lives. 

eaccuce others have already gone so far in this 
search to discover Jesus' conception of the Kingdom 
it is unnecessary for one who would make this discovery 
for himself to begin with the uninterpreted sources and, 
single-handed, work his way painfully and laboriously 
toward the truth. The many who have gone this way 
before have discovered and established certain princi- 
ples which enable one to come guickly to the place 
where they now stand and thus to join them in the eter- 
nal quest. It is our purpose here to discover where 
those who have gone farthest in this quest are now 
taking their stand as they seek to interpret Jesus’! 


conception of the Kingdom. 
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Amongst all these views, that of Albert Schweitzer~ 


is the most revolutionary and, at the same time, the 
most convincingly presented of any. It is in essence 
this: Jesus did not conceive of the coming of the 
Kingdom as the result of a gradual evolutionary process 
but looked for its coming in a sudden and catyclysmic 
change” which God the Father would bring about in the 
expediency of the moment and accompany with the most 
violent upheaval in the realm of nature.” 

Following this new and revolutionary eschatological 
interpretation of Jesus' conception, as to how the King- 
dom should come, there was a gap, whereas before there 
was only a split, in the ranks of the scholars. Schweit- 
zer had presented his interpretation in a most masterful 


and convincing manner. He had cut many a Gordian knot 


which had kept interpretation in an almost hopeless tangle. 


Consequently there were those who immediately accepted 
the thorough-going eschatology of Dr. Schweitzer as the 
most reasonable interpretation of the life and teachings 


of Jesus. 


* The Quest of the Historical Jesus. 


. © "He meant what his hearers understood--not a far distant 
: change to be gradually brought about, but a sudden, 
glorious and complete consummation in the immediate 
future.* Warschauer, p. 10. 


5 Joel ii. 30,31; cf. Mark xiii. 24,25. 
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But others were not convinced that all could be 
SO easily accounted for. It is with these conflicting 


views that we shall now concern ourselves. 


Chapter II 
JOHN AND JESUS 


"And it came to pass in those days that 
Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and 
was baptized of John in the Jordan.*...... 
Now after John was delivered up, Jesus 
came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of 
God, and saying, The time is fulfilled, 
and the Kingdom of God is at hand: repent 


ye, and believe in the gospel."” 


No one doubts that John "prepared the way" for the 
opening of Jesus! ministry. Jesus himself acknowledges 
Bais (Mark ix. 13). But there are those who do doubt 
whether Jesus fulfilled the prophecy of John the Baptist. 
Dr.. Warschauer is one such. In fact he openly denies 
that Jesus was the fulfillment of the prophetic utter- 
ances made by John the Baptist. 

"Like many of his predecessors, while 
he announces the Kingdom, he is not reported 
as having explicitly, by using either the 
term or its current equivalents, alluded 
to the coming of the Messiah. "° 


He grants that the gospels create the impression that 


1 vark i. 9. 
Mito k i; 14-15. 


- Warschauer, p. 57. 
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John believed Jesus to be the one whom he is prophesy- 
ing but insists that John thought Jesus was Elijah 
(Elias) who it was commonly held, "must come first".+ 
He holds that if John did think of himself and proclaim 
himself as Hlijah it would not be likely that a little 
later some of the disciples argued that Hlijah must 
first-come. Why, he also asks, did the people take 
Jesus for Blijan?* John, according to Dr. Warschauer, 
does not Petes to Jesus by such familiar Messianic titles 
as "Son of David", "Son of God", and certainly, he con- 
tends, his description of the coming one as "wielding a 
winnowing fan and bringing fire from véaven aia not 

Fit Jesus." 

And, taking it for what it is worth, we have in 
the Fourth Gospel® John's answer to those who asked 
him, “Art thou EHlijah?" was, “I am not.* In this con- 
nection we might also recall (although Dr. Warschauer 
does not mention it), that when John was in prison he 
sent some of his disciples to inguire of Jesus if he 


was the "Promised One", 4 


fack 35.117 Matt. xvii.id. 
Wark viii.28; Matt. xvi.14; Luke ix.19. 


John i.19-21. 
It is interesting to note here the comment of FE. F. Scott; 
"At a later stage, undoubtedly, John was led to asso- 
ciate his half denied hopes of the Messiah with the 
mighty works performed by Jesus. His sending of the 
embassy from prison is one of the most certainly his- 
torical, as it is one of the most illuminating inci- 

dents in the Gospel narrative." p. 8d. 
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In the light of these facts there is much force 
in the contmtion of br. Warschauer that John did not 
recognize Jesus as the Messiah and that "the only one 
who definitely identified the preacher of repentance, 
on the shores of the Jordan, with the mighty Old Testa- 
ment prophet (Elias), who was to open the Messianic 
era, was Jesus, "1* 

It is well to note here that both Dr. Bosworth and 
Dr. McCown agree with Dr. Warschauer that it is not 
certain that John at first Seewaseed Jesus as the 
Messiah. Dr. Gase, of course, holds that there was 
no reason why John should recognize Jesus as a pro- 
phet ines Jesus is not the Messiah but a prophet. 
Even Dr. Schweitzer holds that John did not from the 
first recognize Jesus to be the Messiah. Such a view 
he is able to substantiate largely by quotations from 
the Gospels and to fit in well with his eschatological 
theory. . 

This matter of determining whether Jesus was the 
fulfillment of John's prophecy or not may seem a rela- 
tively unimportant matter until one considers that it 
has a direct relationship to the problem of Jesus! 
Vessianic consciousness. In the solution of that 


problem it becomes important to determine whether Jesus 


1 aE 6 
Warschauer, p. 42. 


e Bare ot. 10° Matt. xi. 107 Luke vii.27. 
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fulfilled John's prophecy or not. The Gospels have 
-concentrated attention upon what John thought of Jesus 
and apparently CeMaT Ee i have reached the conclusion 
that John saw in Jesus the Messiah. Whether or not 
this is a correct view will have to be determined by 
each reader for himself. We have indicated the di- 
vergence of opinion and now we must turn to an even more 
important question, namely, what did Jesus think of John? 
In answering this question we find that Dr. Schweit- 
zer, Dr. Scott, and Dr. Warschauer are in practical agree- 
ment. Here it seems advisable to quote at some length 
the views of these men. 
| "He was no other than the returning Elijah 

who, according to the current eschatology, 

was to appear at the commencement of the great 

eLositic’ scenes ss. .4%%'% It was Jesus alone who 

identified John with the Flijah of the latter 

days (Joel, etc. ); and in so doing He was 

aware of the boldness and strangeness of 

His conjecture. He imparts the knowledge 

to His disciples in veiled language as a 

mystery which they will hardly comprehend.... 

But He tells them that the Kingdom is nearer 

than they know. They may not be ‘table to 


receive! the secret--for none except Himself 
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had yet guessed.it--but 'HRlijah has come 
already. "tf 
Schweitzer, although admitting that the description 
of Elias (as found in apocalyptic literature) did not 
fit John the Baptist, still goes on to insist that, 
"yet Jesus makes him Elias, simply because he 
expected His own manifestation as Son of 
Man, and before that it was necessary that 
Elias must first have come. And even when 
John was dead Jesus still told the disciples 
that in him Elias had come, although the 
death of Elias was not contemplated in the 
eschatological doctrine, and was in fact 
unthinkable. But Jesus must somehow drag 
or force~ the eschatological events into the 
framework of the actual occurrences." 
Of course Dr. Schweitzer cannot do otherwise than 
insist upon it that Jesus regarded John as Elijah or 


Elias for, as he himself admits, his whole eschatological 
g 


1 scott, p. 85 

4 

" Probable that Matt. xvii.10-13 have been shifted to 
their place after xvi.28 by the introduction of the 
Transfiguration, 


a2 


(It seems to the writer that Dr. Schweitzer is guilty 
of this same forcing process when he attempts to 
prove that Jesus refers chiefly to a future Kingdom. 
See chapter on "The Kingdom--Present or Future?" 
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explanation of Jesus' conception of the coming kingdom 
rests in a very real sense upon such an hypotnesis 
For, if Jesus did not think of John as Blias he could 
never have thought of himself as the Messiah. And 
furthermore, if John knew that Jesus was the Messiah 
then the "secret of the Kingdom", which Schweitzer 
contends Jesus revealed only at the close of his minis- 
try, would not have been a secret, for at least one 
other would have known. Thus we see the whole theory 
would tumble about the head of its defender if either 
one of these two pillars upon which it rests were removed. 
This is the reason that we find Dr. Schweitzer (also 
Dr. Warschauer) insisting that: 
"The Baptist had put Him (Jesus) in an extreme- 
ly difficult position in asking the question 
“Art thou He that cometh?" He could not an- 
swer that he was Elias if he held himself to 
be the Messiah; on the other hand He could 
not, and would not, disclose to him, and still 
less to the messengers and the listening mul- 
titude, the secret of His Messiahship. There- 
fore he sends this obscure message ("If ye 
can receive it, John himself is Elias."), which 
only contains a confirmation of the facts 


which John had already heard and closes with 
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@ warning, come what may, not to be offended 
with Him. Of this the Baptist was to make 
what he could." | 
Dr. Case presents Jesus as regarding John as the preacher 
of a program which he himself felt called upon to pre- 
sent and so he, in prophetic style, takes up the cry 
of John, "Repent, for the Kingdom is at hand", and 
develops it in ecteréanes with his own conceptions-- 
making his own applications. On this point we find 
both Dr. Bosworth and Dr. McCown strangely silent. 
Dr. Bosworth indicates that he might hold that Jesus 
regarded John as Elias. Dr. McCown has not dealt 
with this point at all. 

Irrespective of how much or how little one may 
accept of these views, at least this much can be said 
without question, that Jesus accepted the statement of 
John, "the Kingdom is at hand." Jesus believed that+ 
and preached that with the full vigor of his veaueuioes 
personality. And the reference to the Kingdom as 


being “in the midst of you"* along with others indicates 


—— 


4 "Jesus, like John, fell back on the expectation that 
Was current among the Jewish people. His teaching 
assumes throughout that all men know what is memt 
by the Kingdom, and that the idea itself stands 
in need of no definition." Beott, bp. Sis See 
Bibliography # 2. 


Luke xvii.2l 
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that Jesus identifies the beginning of the actual 
Kingdom with the ministry of John. This is not to 

Say that Jesus accepted John's principle that the 
Kingdom would consist solely of the ceremonial 
righteous!, for Jesus, according to Matthew, included 
not only the righteous Jews, but all who were true ser- 
vants of God. Thus Jesus takes his stand on the same 
hilltop as John but because of his incomparably larger 
vision he is able to include in his outlook the vast 
realma which lie beyond the ken of a purely human 


prophet. 


i "Jesus seems to have had no belief that there were 


certain classes who were permanently excluded from 
the kingdom by birth or education or election. 
Only those who of their own free choice failed to 
do God's will would be cast out," McCown, py. 147. 
See Bibliography # 3. 
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Chapter III 
THE MESSIANIC SECRET 


It is when we come to the views of recent writers 
on the guestion of Messiahshipt that we find the great- 
est differences of opinion and interpretation. From 
the views of Dr. Schweitzer, who holds that "In the 
tuovght of Jesus, Messianic doctrine forces its way into 
history and simply abolishes the historic aspect of the 
events"* to the view of Dr. Case, who holds that Jesus 
did not regard himself as the Messiah, is indeed a far 
ery. Hach argues valiantly for his own interpretation 
and is seemingly convinced that he has the only reasonable 
one possible. 

It is not the writer's purpose to attempt a judg- 
ment on the relative value of these views, for he is 
not competent to do so if he would; but rather to act 
as a sort of official announcer of the views and to set 


- them forth in their contrasts. The ultimate decision 


1 In connection with this idea of the Kingdom of God 
there had also developed the expectation of a 
‘Messiah'. The word means tanointed' and was trans- 
lated into Greek, 'Christos'. ifien were set apart as 
prophets or priests or kings, by being 'tanointed'! 
with oil. The king especially was 'God's anointed', 
It was natural to think of the Great King in the 
Kingdom of God as 'The Anointed', the ‘Wessiah', 
the ‘Christos 


q Schweitzer, p. 373. 
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as to which view is the more nearly correct will be 
left to the reader to decide. We turn now to the task 
of presenting them. 
Turning our attention first to the view of Dr. 
Schweitzer we find him piling up evidence in a logical 
and convincing manner and all in harmony with the view 
that soon after John 
"comes Jesus, and in the knowledge that He 
is the Son of Man, lays hold of the wheel 
of the world to set it moving on that last 
revolution which is to bring all ordinary 
history to a close. It refuses to turn, and 
He throws Himself upon it. Then it does 
turn; and crushes Him. The wheel rolls 
onward, and the mangled body of the one 
immeasurably great Man, who was strong enough 
to think of Himself as the spiritual ruler of 
Mankind and to bend history to His purpose, 
is hanging upon it still. That is His 
victory and His reign." 

Jesus, he nolds, does not choose the disciples as 


helpers in the task of teaching, nor to prepare them for 


1 Schweitzer, p. 369 
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carrying on such a task after his death. He chooses 
them as his aides to force the Kingdom and to be his 
associates in ruling that Kingdom.? He is transfigured 
before the three in order that they may definitely 
know that he is the Messiah. But he charges them not 
to reveal this to the others for they are not ready to 
receive the great secret. It is the unexpected betrayal 
of this secret to the twelve, at Caesarea Philippi, which 
Causes Jesus to take a different line of action and leads 
to his resolve to suffer. 
The twelve are sent forth 
"to set in motion the eschatological develop- 
ment of history, to let loose the final woes, 
the confusion and strife from which shall 
issue the Parousia, and so to introduce the 
Supra-mundane phase of the eschatological 
drama.....eihis is why he says in the same 
discourse, 'Think not that 1 am come to 
send peace on earth; I am not come to send 
peace, but a sword.!' (Matt. x. 34) "e 
The feeding of the five thousand, the Sermon on the 


Mount, the Last Supper are all interpreted in the light 


2 Matic K1Ks a 20> 


4 Schweitzer, p. 369. 
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of their eschatological significance. In all of these 
events and more Schweitzer believes that the Messianic 
consciousness is clearly evident and luminously shines 
forth, No other thinker has gone farther than he in 
applying the apocalyptic ideas of the Hebrews. 

The treatises on this problem of the Kingdom, 
which have appeared since Schweitzer‘s epoch-making 
book, bear eloquent testimony to the very large in- 
fluence it has had upon the thinking of the scholars.+ 
It is no longer possible to make any really adequate 
study of the Gospels, in the light of Jewish apocalyptic 
literature, and not take account of Schweitzer‘s theory.* 
of all the scholars with whose works we are dealing in 
this thesis there is not one who has not given a large 
place to the eschatological viewpoint in the interpreta- 
tion of Jesus't conception of the Kingdom. 

Dr. EH. F. Scott does not go so far as Dr. Schweitzer 
in accrediting Jesus with a consciousness of his Messiah- 
as from the advent of the baptism but does express the 
conviction that Jesus' mind was at first wholly occupied 
with the thoughts of the Kingdom which he believed at 
hand. 


i a 


1 This is traceable in all the major works on this subject 
Since the epoch-making book of pr. Schweitzer made its 
first appearance. 

e No writer to-day, who has kept abreast with the results 
of critical research in the field of the gospels, would 
attempt to explain Jesus without giving some place to 
the influence of apocalypticism upon his teaching. 
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Dr. Bosworth agrees with Dr. Scott on this point, 
saying: "We have not to think of Jesus as seeing clearly 
before hand step by step the career that he was now 
begining as leader in this vast enterprise. If he had 
possessed such foresight in detail his after life would 
necessarily have been artificial and his ability to 
draw men to him ...... far less than it has proved to 
wee Sraps t70« 

"He could not but reflect on His own relation 
Fonit. His belief that He represented the 
new order assumed an even more definite form 
until he was compelled to recognize Himeeit 
as the Messiah. The claim to Messiahship 
was so tremendous......that he could not 
admit it to his own mind without misgiving. 
That assurance was at last granted Him; and 
as a result He went up to Jerusalem and 
offered Himself to the people as their 
promised King. 

Dr. Scott goes on to say that Jesus did not con- 
template a complete and cataclysmic destruction of the 
present world such as was anticipated by the apocalyptic 
writers. He anticipates rather that the new world will 


— 


p. 173ff. See Bibliography # 2. 
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be unified with the old but miraculously (Pan aroreed: 
He is too conscious of the element of growth emphasized 
by Jesus to take such a position as that of Dr. Schweitzer. 

True, the element of being present and of growth 
is to be found in the teaching of Jesus, and this will 
be emphasized as we proceed with the study, but there is 
a danger of making too much of these elements of de- 
velopment, evolution and gradual realization as they are 
embodied in such parables as those of the mustard seed 
and the leaven. This: error;°> it appears, Dr. Scott has 
fallen into. He has failed to see that while both 
processes exemplified in the parables are anything but 
sudden, vein the span of time indicated in each is not 
a long one and might justly be compared to the period of 
Jesus' ministry or at least within the limits of "this 
generation" to which Jesus referred. 

That Jesus came to think of himself as the fulfill- 
ment of Jewish apocalypticism Dr. McCown thinks there 
can be no doubt, but to determine just what shade of 
apocalypticism Jesus adopted is a very difficult problem. 
He too points to the parable of the mustard seed and the 
leaven as evidence that Jesus was not completely domi- 

nated by catastrophic and supernaturalistic conceptions. 


However he also warns us that: 
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"We must beware of reading into the parables 
of the mustard seed and the leaven modern 
ideas of evolutionary progress. It may 
well be that the thought uppermost in Jesus! 
mind was that the kingdom was coming surely 
and in a mysterious fashion, unobserved and 
unobservable to the eames 

Developing this thought further he says that we can 

not suppose that 
"Jesus so valued the letter of prophecy that 
he would have insisted that it must all be 
fulfilled in detail, as the apocalyptist 
insisted......Over against the thoroughgoing 
autocracy and externalism of the apocalyptic 
world view, then, he put a thoroughgoing 
spiritual democracy. No kind of compulsion 
could make men good. Signs and miracles as 
such he entirely rejected." 

Further, he contends; 
"The first petition of the Lord's prayer, 

particularly as interpreted in Vatthew, who 
is elsewhere strongly apocalyptic, aso falls 


naturally into line with a historical and 


1 wecown, p. 147. See Bibliography #3. 
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genetic rather than a catastrophic conception 
of the coming of the new age. 'Thy reign 
begin, thy will be done on earth as in nheaven' 
suggests no falling stars, parting eee or 
rending rocks, "+ 
True, but neither does it preclude the earnest desire, 
nor the honest expectation that that reign is about to 
begin on*earth as it is in heaven.” 
As the writer read these relevant sections in 
The Promise of His Coming he received the impression that 
they were written with one eye always on the future. 
Caution was exercised that the way should not be biocked 
for an explanation of the fact that the Kingdom had 
not yet come. And, although one is impressed by the 
view that 
"Jesus seems to have adopted the social ideal- 
ism, the stern morality, and the religious 
fervor of the prophets and in: that spiritte 
have used the language of apocalypticism" 
as one means of offering an explanation for the fact 
that the Kingdom has not yet come, still when one places 
this argument alongside of the cumulative argument of 
both Dr. Schweitzer and Dr. Warschauer it is not entirely 
convincing. 


EN ae eam os, ee 
McCown, p. 148. See Bibliography # 3. 


4 


q "Various views of the Kingdom were current among the Jews 


in Jesus! day. They differed as to its ideals, the methods 
by which these ideals were realized, the length of its 
duration, its immediate ruler,etc. Bosworth,p.70. See 
Bibliography # 4. 
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Dean Bosworth, likewise, is unwilling to accept the 
thoroughgoing eschatology of Doctors Schweitzer and War- 
schauer, placing a larger emphasis than either upon the 
theory that the Messianic consciousness of Jesus devel- 
oped gradually. 

"There is reason for supposing that the Son 


of Vant 


type of Messiahship as it was conceived 
in Jewish thought appealed to Jesus before 

he felt sure that he must accept a Messianic 
career. He had perhaps sometimes spoken of 
the coming of the Son of Man without meaning 

at the time to designate himself by that 


title.” 


It was an attractive conception of 
Messiahship because as presented in the Book 
of Enoch, the Son of Man performed no military 


achievements, such as woulda be expected from 


1 There is grave doubt as to whether Jesus ever used the 
titles, "Son of God" or "Son of David" in speaking 
of himself but that he did use the Enochic apocalyptic 
title "Son of Man" can scarcely be disputed. See 
chapter on Messianic Titles (Chapter IV. ) 

a "When one puts together the three terms, Son of God, 
Messiah, and Son of Man, all of them titles which 
vesus used or accepted as his by right, one must re- 
cognize that Jesus made a claim to a unique position 
in. nelation to God, man. and history." McCown, p.1l62ff. 
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the Son of David, the old warrior king." 
"Instead, he exalted righteousness, championed 
the poor, put down tyrants from their thrones, 
all by the power of God's Judgment Day glory, 
and thereafter shepherded the people in 
peaceful pursuits. The acceptance of this 
r6éle marked an enlargement of Jesus! con- 
sciousness. It meant recognition of the 
fact that he would be the judge of men, as 
well as the Leader under God of a world 
Empire." i 
In opposition to this view, as already noted, there 
are those who assert that it was primarily the Messianic 
consciousness of Jesus which caused him to appropriate 
to himself the Enochic title and concept, "Son of Man." 
These would ask Dr. Bosworth the pertinent question, 
If Jesus was not fully conscious of being the Messiah 
who should bring in the Kingdom, how can one adequately 
explain the experience which Jesus had at his baptism 
Bnd again, following the baptism when he was alone in 


the wilderness? 


> . 
Bosworth, pp. 227-228. See Bibliography # 4. 
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Turning back to-the Dean for an answer? we do not 
find at all the clear-cut, Simple, direct and convincing 
answer which the eschatologist gives us. Dr. Bosworth 
"supposes", hypothesizes, and theorizes, but he does 
not meet fairly and fully the question propounded. 
Finally, he admits failure in saying that, 

"The probable working of Jesus' own mind 
Ls, tof. ies difficult to imagine" 
and grants that Jesus 
"assumed that at the time of his baptism he 
felt laid upon him as 'God's Son, the Beloved! 
‘the responsibility of leadership in a move- 


ment toward and into the coming Kingdom of 


We note also an inadequacy in Dr. Bosworth's answer as 
to why Jesus so frequently demanded that nothing should 
be said of his Messiahship and repeatedly commands that 
those whom he has healed "tell no one." In explaining 
Peter's answer at Caesarea Philippi "Thou art the Christ" 
he places far too great an emphasis upon the Matthew 
account of that event, forgetting, temporarily at least, 
that “one of the tendencies of Matthew is to prove that 


™ 
Jesus was the Messiah."~ 


re .UeoUs ei 2e5f. 
mp. 2e25-e26if. 


“statement made by Dr. McCown in "Synoptic Gospels" 
class, 1927. 
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Opposed to all of these interpretations is that of 


Case who contends that this is an "earthly Jesus" 


says he, 

“any messiah that would appear in connection 
with the day of Jehovah and the scenes of the 
final judgment, as preached by John, would 
have been portrayed in very different imagery." 
(Matt. xi.6;. Luke vii.23). "He must have 
been, not an earthly preacher of righteousness 
and healing, but an angelic avenger of wicked- 
ness who would gather the wheat into the gar- 


ner and burn up the chaff. "1 


Thus Jesus is regarded, not as the Messiah at all, but 


only as a great prophet who, by his ethical principles, 


has lifted the world to the highest level yet attained. 
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218-219. 
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Conclusions 


In opening the. discussion of this subject it was 
stated that there were wide divergences of opinion on 
the question of the Messiahship of Jesus. This brief 
discussion has furnished abundant proof of this statement. 
The writer does not assume to be in a position to judge 
which view is the more nearly correct or which view will 
eventually hold the field. That is a question only 
for the life-time scholar to answer. But, as the 
reader has probably already concluded, it is my conviction 
that, partially because of its simplicity and partially 
because of its ability to answer questions which hereto- 
fore have been unanswerable, the eschatological view 
of the Messiahship of Jesus is the strongest. It is 
quite possible that the view of Jesus as a Messiah, 
conscious of his Messiahship from the first, will ulti- 
mately capture the field. But let me hasten to say that 
I cannot by these same tokens of simplicity and reason- 
ableness accept the eschatological view that:Jesus! 
whole conception of the Kingdom can be explained escha- 
tologically. The reasons for making this reservation 


will be set ' forth in the following chapter. 
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Chapter IV 
THE KINGDOM -- PRESENT OR FUTURE? 


The very preponderance of evidence almost forces 
one to the conclusion that Jesus regarded the Kingdom 
as a condition which would be fully realized only in 
the future. We cannot ignore however evidence! that 
points to an opposite conviction: that the Kingdom, at 
least in some degree, was already present. 
"He declared that the Kingdom was future 
and must come suddenly and miraculously as 
the apocalyptists had taught; and yet he never 
wavers in his belief that God is reigning, 
God is silently working now, *” 
says Dr. Scott. 
In The Promise of His Coming we find a similar 
viewpoint convincingly and admirably stated. 
"The result of the study of Jesus' teaching 
is to leave us with two contradictory elements 
only partially synthesized in the gospel 
records, perhaps even in his own thinking not 
fully fused. There was an apocalyptic element, 


which to most minds connoted a certain external, 


1 
The frequent formula, "The kingdom is like unto" refers 
not so much to the nature of the Kingdom as to the 
manner of its coming, as seen in the signs of its 
coming. 
2 


eCQUe series Lite Vol. 40> p. 1241. 1922. 
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mechanical scheme of the future, and a prophetic 


element, which was spiritual and internal as 


well as social."+ 


In The Life and Teaching of Jesus by Dr. Bosworth 


reference is made to the passages attributed to Jesus, 


besides those which speak of the Kingdom as coming in 


cataclysmic form, 


@ to others which present it as a 


present fact.” It seems an important matter to list 


here these passages. 


dye Batt... 9-11. . Lukecvii. 26-28. 

"Jesus cannot have thought of John the Baptist 
as excluded from the future Kingdom....There- 
fore it must have been in some present form 

of the Kingdom that John was not founda." 

See Mabie ieibo.2c8> Luke .xi. 20: 

“If I by the Spirit of God am casting out 
demons, then the Kingdom of God has come to 


you n* 


L pr. McCown; p.«.L66. 


& Contrary evidence might be supplied by a general survey 


} 


p. 


of the gospels. The wholesale manner in which they 
attribute eschatological views to Jesus is pretty 
good proof that at least he never denied them. 


See Bibliography #4. 
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5. "Jesus is represented as recognizing an 
uncataclysmic form of the Kingdom in which good 
and bad live undisturbed together (Matt.xxii. 10). 
Sot Matt axiiq: 41.°° "Finally in the futtre 
eschatological stage of the Kingdom, the wicked 
will be collected by angels ‘out of the King- 
dom', " 
The German scholar Von Dobschutz+ refers to these 
utterances of Jesus, in which the events of the last 
days are even now present in the life of Jesus, as an 
element of "transmutec evoke teleiynt In these we find 
the plain implication that the moral and ethical stan- 
dards by which he would have men live in the future 
are already being introduced by himself in the present. 
In this sense the Kingdom is already being ushered in. 
The evidences are that: (1) The proud are being thrown 
down and the humble exalted. (2) The gospel is being 
preached to the poor, and the rich are being told how 
hard it will be for them to enter the kingdom. (3) The 
Son of Wan is here, now, ministering to the simple and 
common folk. Further, Jesus says: 
ithectines shall be ashamed of me and my words 
in this adulterous and sinful generation, 


the Son of Man shall also be ashamed of him, "* 


The Eschatology of the Gospels (London 1910), pp. 150f. 
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Mark viii. 38. 
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Here we have, irrespective of whether or not one believes 


Jesus identified himself with the Son of Man, a positive 
statement that at least in some degree the Kingdom is 
already present. And for those who give it credence 
there is the testimony "the Kingdom of God is within 
you. "4 

The disciples, through Peter, acknowledge Jesus to 
be the Messiah. Jesus does not deny it. If he and 
they accepted the idea they also must have believed that 
the Kingdom was in some degree already present. They 
had no other conception than tnat of the usoseae and the 
presence of the Kingdom being inexorably linked together. 

Can we escape the conclusion that great edd omas 
moral and social principles of the Kingdom had already 
been released by Jesus? If not then we must admit 
that already the Kingdom was being ushered in. 

But it must not be inferred from these citations 
that the real burden of vesus' message was spiritual and 
moral and not apocalyptic. Many students and writers 
have made this inference and have found in the light of 
fact that the inference broke down leaving confusion and 
despair in its place. One has to stretch and wrench 
the truth horribly when he attempts to interpret all the 


teachings of Jesus as only moral and spiritual in purpose 


i take oywerdi) 21. 


ee 


Sorstied sco jon «sc teritedw to evivocogsettl .syet ov Sime 


evyisiseg s ,ueM to nee ef dite Lleamint Setitinebi aveagy 


~ i “A rra rer aT 7. ¢: . ar _ y wee >a a f 9s hy + 34 - ,% 

= Bets e JRetey, SAN "t j3H Sitog si Feeo. va Jan J Transtaee 
aware a we 4 - 5 =p fx. + fuer amniik wn ae +e a rr + on 

SVROoSto vil S¥Lig CbW 2a0uhs 10. wha .teaety Yosetia 
stotiw ef > maehunmes ant ee ee: ee A ee 

Oointiw @L DO?) to moognti srs" yomtiass ens 2 stods 

d. sr 
" 50% 

—~ 4 e} ew, 
oft avest 8s onwos ,tetoT dguotas ,esiqtoalib oT 


Dims om it .3i ynob tom aseb auaol fiskessl ski oa 
Jedd boveifsed oved jaum oala yedt sebi ent botqeons Yere 
yea? stheasty (bestis setueb omoe ai asw mobynit emg 
say bans deleesM.odt to tsaat oandt noitiqeonos iashito on Bag 
tefitenot bextnil yidetoxent anisd mobgniit eds To eonseemt 
,fgoitite jset tens notaulonos sis eqends ow sO 
vbsetis be sawbhanik ocd Io esigqtonitq Isfooe bre Lema 
$imbs tasum ow nods tos 22 Sauee yd beaselet nose 

«ft berosday. anted asw mobgarh oAds yoseotls tenes 

encitsiio: sasit mort SeiistIni ed fon teun-dt Sus 
bas ene asw oyesaom ‘ayes. to tebisud [seat ont thie 
sotitw bue etmebuse uieM .obsqylsoogs son. bas hetem 

to. dagit ext ai bauvet eved bus oonsieltui eins sham oma 
bas sotevinoo gntvsel mwob elotd sonstetat xt tadt tose 
sonotw bas Hotettie ot esi 900 eng ati ait tleqesm 
eat [fs totquednk ot atquetis ed nesde Yd ierodt dituaw old 


ssogiug ai Sodidiutan bas Latom (ine es aueet =o — 


2 
i" 
50 


and nature. Even if we admit that this was the burden 
of his message such an admission does not exclude the 
fact that the form of his message was apocalyptic in 
nature--which proves that the final fulfillment of his 
ideals was only in the future. As a witness to this 
view attention has already been directed to the confi- 
dent expectations of the early Christians as recorded 
in the Gospels. Nowhere is there to be found any 
substantial evidence which will discredit tne conclusion 
that Jesus looked to the future, even the immediate 
future, for the fulfillment of his Messianic ideal. 
"But of that day or that hour knoweth no one, 
not — the angels in heaven, neither the 
Son, but the Father." 
And in contrast to this we have this statement. 
"The law and the prophets were until John; 
from that time the gospel of the Kingdom of 
God is preached." (Luke xvi.16. ) 

Thus, leaving out of consideration the parables of 
the leaven, the mustard seed; his reference to first the 
blade then the ear and finally the full grain in the 
ear; also the fact that the early Christians make domi- 
nant the impression of an eschatological coming; there 
is still sufficient testimony left to prevent one from 
swallowing whole the implication of Dr. Schweitzer that 


Jesus' teaching was wholly eschatological in essence. 
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With Mr. Walter Lowrie,+ we marvel that Dr. Schweit- 
zer Can dwell so insistently upon one side of Jesus! 
teaching and so completely ignore the other. The fol- 
lowing summarizes his comment. 

"Jesus' eschatology, the white light of his 
conception of the Kingdom of God, has come to 
us through the medium of history refracted in 
two rays of different colour and of different 
direetion:. One represents more specifically 
the other-worldly side of Jesus' preaching, 
the hope of eternal blessedness beyond death, 
which the dogmatic theckse ibis are pleased to 
call ‘eschatology' as though our modern idea 
really reflected Jesus' conception in its 
totality........ To denominate the other ray, 
Schweitzer has appropriated....... the Kingdom 
of God. He means to indicate by this simply 
the moral development of humanity, here and 
andes present terrestrial conditions...... But 
it is a mistake to expect of this one coloured 
ray that it can ever give back to us the whole 
white light of Jesus' inspiration.......But 


we have the two rays, and in their separateness 


i akg writer of an Introduction to Dr. Schweitzer's The 
stery of the Kingdom of God. (Dodd, Mead, Co. ,New 
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they are both familiar to us. Our eyes bear 
better the coloured light. Celestial blue 
denotes the heavenly hope; red will do for 
this earth our passionate hopes for its 
betterment. But why behave as if we had only 
one colour and all of Jesus! light must be 
forced into that?" 

But what shall we say of the apparent contradiction 
between the ideas of a present and future kingdom? The 
answer is, that in the mind of Jesus there was no con- 
tradiction. He simply took certain attractive apocal- 
yptic ideas that were current in his time and without 
any exhaustive study of their historic and philosophic 
connotations accepted them as the means of expressing his 
own spirit-prompted conceptions. 

"They served to make real to him his vision of 
a better world, in which the will of God should 
absolutely prevail. They offered to him a 
definite goal toward which he could work and to 
which he could point his followers."* 
But they do not provide us with the key to the whole 
message of Jesus. They are not the form in which he 
expressed the supberb ethical principles. The real 
burden of his message is spiritual and moral, not 


; apocalypticism. 


2 
Jour. Bib. Lit., vol. 40, pp. 141-142. 19282. 
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"He believed in the new will, in the wisdom 
and goodness of the Father who orauins all 
things, in the moral forces which in the 
end will overcome all evil. By means of 
apocalyptic, and when necessary in spite of 


it, He sought to proclaim this faith, 


> Sour, Bib. Tit. » vol. 40. syppee 241+-142,. 1922. 


Chapter V 
MESSIANIC TITLES 


During recent years there has been no one phase of 
Jesus! conception of the Kingdom more warmly debated 


“aid Jesus apply to 


than that of what! Messianic titles 
himself. Some students of the subject have gone so 

far as to say that the answer to this question was more 
important than any other in the final determination of 
what Jesus believed and taught. Unless we are able to 
answer this question, they say j we are blocked in our 
attempt to interpret and understand Jesus. The reader 
is referred to the files of the Journal of Biblical 
Literature°for the most recent current discussions of 
this problem. We shall sedsnass briefly the viewpoints 
of our sextette on this very important, if not all- 
important subject. We shall consider first the most 


extreme and unusual views. These, as one might expect, 


are presented by Dr. Case and Dr. Schweitzer. 


er 


1 some writers deny that Jesus applied any such titles 
to himself, viz., Dr. Case in Jesus, A New Biography. 


& fhe three titles with which we are concerned are 
"Son-of David"; "Son of God"; and "Son of Man". 
5 sour. Bib. Lit. vol. 41, "Symposium"; and Jour. Bib. Lit. 
yo: 45;"article on "Recent Study of the term ‘Son 
of Man'." 
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Son of God 

The question is raised by Dr. Case as to how it 
came about that in two independent accounts given by the 
evangelistic gospel writers there are statements which 
deny the parenthood of Joseph and attribute to Jesus 
parenthood by God himself as implied in the title, "Son 
of God.” 

The answer which he makes to his own question is to 
explain away the evidence that Jesus applied this title 
to himself and-attribute the placing of this title in 
the mouth of Jesus by the later Christian preachers who 
were, as he says, "primarily concerned with the problem 
of presenting Jesus in worthy fashion to prospective 
converts."+ The title, "Son of God", he says, is not a 
distinctly Messianic one and hence Jesus would not have 
used it as such even if he had believed himself to be 
the Messiah. 

At the other extreme of interpretation we find Dr. 


Schweitzer apparently“ 


accepting the view that Jesus re- 
sponds to and assumes the title because of its Messianic 


connotations. But the pupil? of this scholar in writing 


e >. 163. 
2 Unfortunately the volume is not indexed so reference 
$6 C17 ficult. 


3 Dr. Warschauer. 
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the life of Jesus which he supposes his teacher would 
have written, contends that in the gospels there is no 
evidence tnat Jesus ever used either of these terms, 
Son of God or Son of David, in speaking of himself but, 
of course, does not deny that they were used by others. 

Dr. Scott interprets the expression, "Son of God", 
as a Johannine expression used in place of the phrase, 
"Son of Man" and hence one that Jesus did not. apply to 
himself. 

Dr. Bosworth stands with Dr. Case in holding that 
this was a phrase utilized by the Christians to suggest 
the divine character of Jesus. He does not agree with 
him in this respect however, in that he holds the title 
to be a Messianic one which might be fitted into the 
serms “Son of David", or “Son of Man". 

From the following statement we seem justified in 
the inference that Dr. McCown, as does Dr. Schweitzer, 
believes Jesus applied to himself or at least accepted 
as applicable to himself, the title "Son of God." 

"When one puts together the three terms, Son 
of God, Messiah, and Son of Man, all of them 
titles which Jesus used or accepted as his by 
right, one must recognize that Jesus made a 
claim to a unique position in relation to 


God, man and history. "© 


See p. 435. 
~ McCown, p. 162. 
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This view he justifies by saying that since we have found 
in him the "Crystal Christ" we must allow him the liberty 
of claiming divine sonship, and give him "the worship and 
honor which the claim implies”. 


Tabulating the results we get the following: 


The title "Son of God" 


Used by Jesus Accepted by Jesus Applied to Jesus 


only by others 


Schweitzer-} 
Warschauéer- 


The results of such a tabulation are that only two 
of these recent writers believe Jesus may have applied 
or did apply this title to himself. Only one believes 
that Jesus did not accept the title when applied to hin. 
‘All but two are agreed that the title was applied to 


Jesus only by others. In a summary conclusion then, 
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iI think we may say that there is little evidence that 
Jesus applied this title to himself but rather that he 
responded to. the title when it was applied to him and 
finally that there can be no questioning that it was a 
title applied to him chiefly by others. 

The way out of this enigma probably is to be found 
erough an understanding and acceptance of the fact that 
many Israelites were familiarly known as and called 
"Sons of God", And, of course, an especially devout 
man, Wise man or king was always referred to as a "Son", 
There is, for example, the reference in Berakoth (17b) 
TO My son Hanina". It is in this sense, then, that we 
are to think of Jesus as accepting and possibly using 


for himself the title and not in a Messianic sense. 
Son of David 


If we were to tabulate the opinions on whether 
Jesus spoke of himself as, or poeepted the title, "Son 
of David", we would find even greater unanimity of agree- 
ment in denying that Jesus ever used such a title in 
speaking of himself and practically a unanimous verdict 
that it was a title which was applied to him by others-- 
one which Jesus himself repudiated because of its militar- 

is 


rstic implications. True, he responded to the pleas 
de ? p 


of the blind beggar who hailed him as "Jesus, Son of 
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David"; but, on the other hand, he criticized the 
scribets conception of a "Son of David" Messiahship, 
stating that such a conception was contrary to Scripture. 
He held that the Messiah was to be a much more exalted 


person than that, 
son of Man 


The sailing is not so smooth when we Come to ferry 
the expanses of opinion on this question of Jesus' use 
of the title "Son of Man". The writer of Jesus, A New 
Biography, in accordance with his thesis that the central 
figure of Christianity is only the greatest of great 
prophets, postulates the opinion that since Jesus came 
preaching repentance in preparation for the Kingdom that. 
his followers in later times became convinced that he 
not only predicated the coming of the Son of Man as set 
forth in Danielic apocalypses but that they unjustifiably 
went so far as to identify Jesus with this "Son of Man", 


He admits the great freauency of reference to Jesus in 


om o ke . 3 5 ° 
the gospels as "Son of Man", But he does not admit 
that this phrase is used in the Hnochic sense, To make 


such an admission would be to admit also that Jesus was 


deliberately affirming his Messiahship and since he does 
ee a ee 
a 

In Matthew 37 times see James Hasting's Dictionary of 


In Luke 25 times the Bible, vol. IV, pp. 579ff. 
In Wark 14 times 
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not believe Jesus was, or, regarded himself as, the 
Messiah he cannot admit this vital point. 

Dr. Case reaches a conclusion which not one of the 
other five recent writers are willing to accept; namely 
that the employment of this phrase in such varied con- 
texts as it is used in the gospels is direct evidence 
that its use bears "no clear and united testimony to his 
exact meaning." 

In the second place Dr. Case urges that we must 
take into consideration a fondness for the phrase "Son 
of Man" in communities which gave us the Gospel traditions. 

"They thus entitled Jesus because they delighted 
to do so, whether they found the phrase in their 
sources or employed it in sentences of their 

own composition. Here again the mind of the 
disciple and the mind of the master were 

readily made to coincide. " 

After further argument along Similar lines Dr. Case 
reaches the following conclusions: 

il. Jesus used this expression in an impersonal 
sense meaning mankind in general or Simply 

as a technical term which was in vogue in 

his day. 
2. In the second place he thinks that even 


if Jesus had been familiar with the ideas 
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embodied in Daniel and I Enoch, as they refer 
to the Son of Man, Jesus could scarcely have 
applied these ideas to himself for this Son 
of Man was not to appear until Judgment. 

5. That the assertion that Jesus spoke of the 
Son of Man in the third person is open to 
question. 

4. That it is due to the fact that the disci- 
ples and friends of Jesus seized upon the ten- 
dency shown in Daniel and I Enoch, “to insert 
an intermediary Messianic agent between God 
and his people* whom they identified with 
Jesus, their beloved teacher hereafter called 
the Son of Man. 

5. With such a concept they seemed to find 
evidence that Jesus himself had held their con- 
clusions but veiled his convictions. Hence 
they did what they regarded as their duty; 
jeeridat ee the veil and proclaimed him as the 
Messiah who should fulfill in a catastrophic 
second coming the apocalyptic title Son of 
Man. 

Of those who differ with him in this view Dr. Case 


says, in part, as follows: 
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"When one ascribes to Jesus the full-blown 
Messianic beliefs of the Synoptic writers, or 
even of Mark, as has commonly been done by a 
well known group of modern scholars, one must 
presuppose that Jesus had anticipated in 
imagination the process of thought that the 
disciples later accomplished Only. in retro- 
spect. ‘The series of events that led them 
to their conviction had not been a part: iof 
Jesus! own life-history. To say that he must 
have predicted resurrection, reappearances, 
and exaltation to Messiahship, else the 
disciples would have had no sufficient incen- 

¢ 

tives for their later confidence, is specious 
wees orl wel eer eseeseeeessee. The assumption 
that Jesus, even when confronted by the cross, 
would seek to classify himself according to a 
Messianic category is in reality a begging 
of the whole question by reading into his mind 
that interest in dramatization and officiali- 
zation so dear to the disciples in the gospel- 
making age. ut 

Before leaving this argument may we not note that 


to grant such looseness, generality, and inaccuracy in 
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the Scriptures as Dr. Case's viewpoint demands would 
be to undermine the whole trustworthiness of our 
Gospel records. Let us also ask Dr. Case this 
question; If the title "Son of Man" was conferred on 
Jesus by the primitive church, why is there practically 
no trace of it in the iiterature of the primitive 
church? 

in complete contrast to such &@ view we have the 
literal acceptance of the gospels as demonstrated in 
the presentation of Dr. Schweitzer who says that soon 
after John comes gesus, “and in the knowledge that He 
is the coming Son of Man lays hold on the wheel of the 
world to set it moving on that last revolution which is 
to bring all ordinary history to a 5 is And who 
goes on to say, in high faith, that it does not make 
any difference whether there has been any preparation 
mor it in contemporary theology or not, "That Jesus of 
Nazareth knew Himself to be the Son of Man, who is to 
be revealed, is for us the great fact of His gself- 
consciousness, which is not to be further explained. "© 

Dr. Warschauer is doubtful whether Jesus applied 
this term to himself from the first or im alk thesia 
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stances and manners recorded in the Gospels, but concludes 
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that 


"He took over and applied to himself this 
title from the Similitudes of Fnoch but only 
when He had transformed its contents by adding 
to it the discovery which stamps Him as the 
sublimist religious Genius of all time--the 
discovery which He expressed in the words, 


'The Christ must suffert." 1 


"This, to sum up, is surely the most as- 
tounding romance in all history--incredible, 
had it not happened: that He who preached the 
coming of the Son of Man with the intensest 
conviction did so for the greater part of the 
time without realizing that He was Himself the 
one whom he preached, When at last He had 
fully solved the secret of His own Personality, 
fie was ready to die--there was nothing else 
Left for Him te dc. Moses wist not that his 
face shone; and Jesus was the Christ ere He 


had known it." 


In almost perfect agreement with this view is that 


of Dr. Scott who, although commenting upon the fact that 


Jesus from the outset of his ministry spoke of the Son 


peeld4. 
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of Man in the third person as if there were some one 
whose work he was contemplating; yet, concludes by 
Saying: "It is quite evident that he identified the Son 
of Man with the Messiah”. Hence, if Jesus claimed to 
be the Messiah,--and we cannot doubt that he did,--He 
must also have claimed to be ie Son of Man." 

But the author of The Life and Teaching of Jesus 
concedes that this Jewish apocalyptic Jewish type of 
the Son of Man Messiahship may have appealed to Jesus 
even before he was sure that he must accept a messianic 
Career; and that he may have spoken of the coming Son 
of Man without necessarily designating himself as such. 
And in answer to Dr. Case's inability to conceive of 
Jesus' acceptance of the Rnochic title, Son of Man, and 
Still feel that he had to suffer and die for such a thing, 
br. Bosworth would probably Say that as the Consciousness 
of God bore down upon his ow consciousness that he came 
to feel as God himself felt, that men were not ready 
for the unselfish life of the Kingdom and he must some- 
how prepare them. The way that he chose to prepare them 
was by his ow and his followers! suffering for them as 


had the martyr Bleazar.° 


iy : wy , nace, e 

=» Mark xiv.61,62; Luke XX11.66-69; Matt.viii.29-31 etc. 
Merk viii.38: Wattsx.23: tuke xvii.o2 etc. 
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See IV Maccabees i.7-12. 
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br. Bosworth further suggests that he may have been 
enacting the ideal of the Suffering Servant as founda in 
Isaiah, chapter fifty-one, or the concept of the twenty- 
second Psalm with its picture of a tortured Victim. + 
It is also possible that this concept lies back of such 
Sayings as, "If any man would come after me let him deny 
himself and take up his cross and follow ayn But, 
concludes Dr. Bosworth, 
"If Jesus really used the title Son of Man 
here, he was not understood by the public to 
be referring to himself as the Son of Man. 
Only the members of the inner Circle under- 
stood that he meant himself, or himself 
already possessed by the Spird tert -the<Son 
of Man. "5 
There is one aspect of this problem which some of 
these writers have either largely overlooked or failed 
to emphasize, It is an important aspect of the prob- 
lem which Dr. Scott and Dr. McCown and Dr. Bosworth alone 


have given proper emphasis to. The point is, that this 


ee 


al 
The first sentence of this Psalm is reported to have 
falien from his lips at the cross, "My God, my God, 
why hast thou forsaken me?" 


Mark viii.34. 


D. 242. 
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title designated for Jesus not only the unescapable cer- 
tainty that the Kingdom would come through the channel 
of his Messiahship but it also designated for him the 
WAY in which it could alone come, And while it must 
be granted that in Ezekiel the title is one of weakness 
rather than strength, Jesus took that idea and filled it 
with unsurpassed vitality and strength. THis 2811s 
unigue contribution. 
"The title ‘Son of Man' Jesus fills with the 
double-meaning of cross and crown, whether 
before it had that wealth of signification 
OP nov, In any case it is quite plain that, 
firmly as Jesus believed in the coming of the 
reign of God, he believed with equal cer- 
tainty that it would come only by the method 
of suffering and service. ...... He was willing 
to make the supreme sacrifice in order that 
God might reign in the hearts of men and the 


world of humankind. "+ 


i 
The Promise of His Coming, p. 164. 
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Chapter VI 
WHEN? 


When did Jesus expect this Kingdom to come? 

and when, if ever, will it come? are the questions with 
which we must concern ourselves as we attempt. to 

bring to a head these widely ramifying speculations 

and conclusions. 

In attempting an answer to these questions the 
viewpoint of Dr. Case is of particular interest to us 
because of its major emphasis upon Jesus as 4 prophet 
rather than as Messiah. This novel view stands in 
opposition to the views of other recent writers who, 
in greater or lesser degree, willingly accept that 
Jesus regarded himself as the Messiah and that he con- 
fidently expected the Kingdom to be ushered in not later 
than the end of the generation in which he lived.1t 

"This generation shall not pass away until 

all these things be accomplished.” 

Although Dr. Case does not agree that Jesus regarded 


himself as the Messiah” he does agree that Jesus thought 


i Mark x111.30-33: Matt. XXiv.34-39; Luke xxi.31-36. 


it is the writer's conclusion that Dr. Case has gone 
to great expense in time and labor to present an 
interpretation of Jesus as prophet which is not likely 
to be finally regarded as anything more than a "moron" 
in the field of Christian Conceptions. 
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of the Kingdom as so imminent that all must make imme- 
diate preparation for its coming. It is best te quote 
here the exact words, 
"That Jesus believed Judgment to be at hand, and 
was impelled by this conviction to take up the 
preaching of repentance, is one of the most 
certain conclusions to be deduced from his 
early association with John. Jesus was not 
\ content simply to insure safety for himself; 
he would also save his neighbors. This im- 
pulse transformed him into an aggressive 
preacher who presently was to become even more 
effective than John had been in demanding pre- 
paration for the impending Kingdom of Heaven. - 
He strove to convince his kinsmen of ‘their 
sins and to lead them out into an experience 
of more perfect accord with the will of their 
* God before the arrival of the judgment day. 
This attempt to effect in his hearers 2 reli- 
gious renewal was an interest that from time 
to time had been Championed by a noble succes- 
sion of preachers in Israel. In giving him- 
self to this endeavour the Carpenter of Nazareth 
proved to be morally and spiritually a lineal 


descendant of the Hebrew prophets. 


a 
Dr, o4er ft . See Bibliography # 6. 
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There are only two passages in the Synoptic Gos- 
pels in which Jesus makes an explicit designation of the 
time when the Kingdom of the future is to come in. The 
first of these appears in Mark iplaedS, 

"Now after John was delivered up, Jesus came 
into Galilee, preaching the Gospel of God, 
and saying, The time is fulfilled, and the 
Kingdom of God is at hand; repent ye, and 
believe in the Gospel." 
The second we take also from Mark although both of these 
have their parallels in the other Gospels. It is found 
in Mark ix.1. 
"And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, 
There are some here of them that stand by , who 
shall in no wise taste of death, till they 
see the Kingdom of God come with power. ? 

The usual method of dealing with passages which do 
not fit into one's theory or interpretation of the Gos- 
pels is to delete them. But since there is no gap in 
the contextual armour of these passages by which they 
may be dispensed, as was Ahab at Ramoth Gilead, they 
must be squarely and fairly met. Admitting this these 
passages then become a real expression of Jesus! own 
conviction as to when the Kingdom would come in. it 


is plain that Jesus expected it to come soon. 
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It may well be that this conviction on the part 
of Jesus was what lead him to gO up to eer dect ae 
put himself at the mercy of his enemies. It may be 
that he firmly believed that by offering himself in 
Sacrificial service he could bring in the Kingdom for 
which he prayed, longed and willingly suffered. it 
may be that it was this unaerstanding of the "times and 
seasons" which lead Jesus to deliberately choose the 
path which lead to the Cross. Let us see to what ex- 
tent the scholars agree on these points. 

Dr. Scott accepts these possibilities which have 
been suggested as the actual facts of the case. He 
believes that Jesus was convinced that God might anti- 
Cipate his purpose and in Tesponse to the prayers and 
Wishes of his people hasten the coming of the glorious 
Kingdom. Jesus, he contends, deliberately proceeded 
on the hope that if the people could just for a little 
while be unanimous in their hope and longing for the 
Kingdom that its coming would be inevitable. He sees 


no objection to believing that it was the purpose of 


Jesus to 
"whip up the interest and expectation of the 
people and to start a great religious revival 
which would result in the consummation of God's 
ideal purpose for humanity. "+ 

1 


Scott, p. 137. See Bibliography # 2. 
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In substantiation of this view Dr. Scott asks how 

else we can explain the Saying, 
"The law and the prophets were until John; 
since then the Kingdom of God is taken forcibly, 
and the violent drag it toward them, «77 

The petition, "Thy Kingdom come", is also regarded as 

evidence that Jesus believed the Kingdom's coming could 

be hastened by united prayer for cit. 

Both Dr. Schweitzer and Dr. Warschauer are convinced 

that Jesus at first expected the Kingdom to be ushered 

in at “harvest time. 
“It is for this reason that he sends out his 
disciples to make known in Israel, as speedily 
as may be, what is about to happen. That in 
this he is actuated by a dogmatic idea becomes 
clear when we notice, according to Mark, the 
mission of the twelve followed immediately on 
the rejection at Nazareth (Wark vi. 6} ane, ae 
He is astonished that they do not realize that 
the Kingdom may appear at any moment. In 
sending out the twelve Jesus tells then 
(Matt. x.25) that he does not expect to see them 


back before the end. .....This ig the form in 


1 
Bute svi. Lo. 


One wonders what Dr. Case's answer would be to this. 
Probably "This saying is too ambiguous to constitute 
an argument," Dr. McCown suggests. 
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which Jesus reveals to them the secret of the 
Kingdom of God.* 

"When that event did not take place Jesus 
immediately adopts a new attitude and to the 
multitude a new method of york," 

Thus we have the first of almost countless post- 
ponements of the promised and expected Parousia,. This 
first postponement is especially noteworthy inasmuch 
as it marked the birth of a new conviction with Jesus. 

"He must suffer for others.....that the 
Kingdom might come..... That meant--not that 
the Kingdom was not near at hand--but that 
God had appointed otherwise in regard to the 
time of trial. ...«. The Kingdom could not come 
until the debt which weighed upon the world 
was discharged," 
He must pay that debt, And so the tradition runs that 
when the angels of heaven met Jesus after he had made the 
Supreme sacrifice they asked hin, 
"My Lord! My Lord! Was there no other way?t 


'No? said Jesus, 'there was no other way, "#2 


"0 foolish men, with hearts so slow to believe, 
after all the prophets have declared, had not 


Christ to suffer thus and so enter his glory."° 


es 


1 


p. 355, Schweitzer 
2 
Burkitt's Preface to The Historical Life of Christ by 
Warschauer, p. xii. 
5 


Approach to the New festament, Moffatt, p. 94. 
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Well, then, (1) if Jesus was the successor of John 
and accepted his verdict of the adngdony* (29-47 he did 
regard himself as the Messiah; and (3) if he did expect 
the Kingdom to come in all its fulness within that gener- 
ation -- all three of which views are maintained by the 
thorough-going eschatologist,-- why did not things turn 
out as he had foretold? What answer do these scholars 
give for such pertinent and perplexing questions? 

As a matter of fact they do not satisfactorily 
answer these questions unless their statements that 
Jesus was mistaken can be regarded as a satisfactory 
answer. Dr. Schweitzer apparently regards this as 4 
Satisfactory explanation for he uses it ina previous 
instance; namely, that in which Jesus sends out the 
Iwelve with confident expectation that ere they re- 
turn the Kingdom will have come, Such an answer as 
that might satisfy Dr. Case, and apparently it does, for 
he holds that Jesus was not concerned primarily with the 
manner of the Kingdom's coming but rather with the nature 
of the Kingdom;+ but it doesnot satisfy all of ts. in 
fact, to admit that Jesus was mistaken in so vital a 
matter and one which he go Greatly emphasized would for 
most people so Seriously weaken the teaching of Jesus 
that they would be forced to accept the position which 
: ce 
PP. 419ff. See Bibliography #6. 
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Dr. Case takes; namely, that Jesus was the last and 
greatest of the prophets. And before we reauce Jesus 
to that level we must consider well that even though 
Jesus were no more than a prophet that he has become for 
us, the Christ; .and our very faith is at stake. 

It is at this very point that most of us must part 
company with those who interpret the teachings of Jesus 
as purely prophetic or purely apocalyptic in nature, 

For, in the first place, we are not willing to accept 
such an interpretation of one who has become Our Saviour 
and Christ; and, in the second place, the very nature of 
the evidence will not permit us to make such an admission. 

But it is not necessary to make such admissions; 
for while it is true that there are a very considerable 
number of passages in the Gospels which make Jesus refer 
to the Kingdom's coming as cataclysmic; and while it is 
true that the teachings of Jesus are in numerous instances 
quite comparable with those of the prophets: still there 
are undeleted those passages which refer to the Kingdom 
as a present fact uncataclysmic in mture and one that 
will be ushered in by the very principles set forth by 
the Messianic "Son of Man", Three of these recent 
writers recognize these facts while the other three are 
either blind to them or will not admit their validity.t 
We shall present now the views of the former three. 
eee ee 
The first three are Dr. Scott, Dr. Bosworth, and Dr. McCown. 


The last three are Dr. Schweitzer, Dr. Case, and Dr. War- 
schauer. 


: _ " a —_ ‘ a = a 
Ee + S89 Bese | bt ot ae J Kian 2 23 tool Mio oO co re pits as {[syel Secs Og 
e ‘ 
—- — . Fb on ae oon oe . a. oe ae ee eS 
tot gmoosd eed ei Jsht Jetiqoto 4 NEAT stom OF Stow exeae 
of on oe en : be ~~ +e -“ 5 tr oy 3 fry 
.wis7e- te ef. neist. tTev co brs. 33iitd- sis .ae 
eatelanaaneenastemimnmgete ian 
‘ ‘ boy pee et r he ng eal « iTrratw. 2. Pr F a» P 
22 Val BS +10 BOm Janis crLeq YIey sit Je ai oT 
_— wes : —— ee oe er ee ee a a 
SU80o £9 S2BNLnoses She set isvtl CHW Scum av IW Ve es 
Studen ni oltaylsoogs y«leituq 10 ofterigotq (loaug Se 
ee haat + — es eee al 
306908 O48 SRE LLEW 200 8 Ww ,80BLEO VNeili Shiv @f .tee 
, 
_ ~ &s > “ptr ~~ oO r _-. J c  . a ~<a, 4 + wv & Po 
TeClVGS Wit S8i0ovsec cao Ob sno 210 so Beer riedn £E OS Rees 
mint or wor. ot + x & i ot p oes) « +p & rete eee 
20 SASS. YEeV. ens ,sVBLC sHovss Bent OL ,ReS.~ teitivd Boe 
“ ny < 
" > Pa eas _ . . ‘ , Ze 2 ” oR bee ane hh +4 ' ale 
~eeLGeRiies Be BOG SASS Us a: ot LESS dO LEV SQINSDLVe Sie 
* : » Fay ‘ F- ) = «f + - oo 24 ~ ° r . - 
e wii 2G SA bin we Vidiwdtasen Sw LiSaeso0ns 2,00 BE. of. ¥ US. 
sidetebieneS yrov s ots estore tent soxtt ek Sf sliitiweteas 
—— las  - i aah 7 P ee : woe 
StSst e469. S28 OOLnW aelsaqecu mig al LO RSS5ESh" io t9¢cmuEe 
st t+& elidw bon :oimevloateo os aniswo atmobyate sad -ee 
gs E SLfRW OS ,OPME LUST h9S OS BOs GF UR Sis 


fi —s Pe se bi ee rs " cn my Rita} cenk: i> epee 
ge0nsseni cvotsannc Gf 835 eifasy. i eanleoesg eid 3758s swe 


sieci> Piida zetenqota edd fo seont atiw eicdsteqgs atiag 


MOORNLA OF Oc IeTteat NeinW SSBse2sg Savas Lod 1.2 Oftid- OAs 
+ ~~ + - we PT > - . Ty s Hey wh + onan ni 
genF eto SS SINT Si NL FiMSYLOBISBONL VIS i gneasetg & a2 
, a e +. — , re A ode be vpleoer x 7 iM 
vu ad 222 S38 9404 SLE YSOV DSitv vd fit HO Lohan ad LLlew 


tissat sasiid to sounil ,"nsit to nos" sinsisash Sam 
gts g0ms teddo add oliiw eJost saett exkagoset etadeae 
‘ay stout diabe iom Ifiw so medd o¢ Soild tommy 


S5ths Femzet sdv to aweivy odd wor tneasig Liadecee 


ee eee 


hia iFxo¥va0 qi ,*too8 (12 ots soudtd teti? ome 
fee .vi bas .sasl .1 , teaviawaod 1M et g90tns veel See é 


.teussioe | 


56 


The matter is summarized thus by Dr. McCown: 
"From the records it seems clear that Jéoun 
used the language and ideas of apocalypticismn. 
But he was too broad and well-balanced in his 
thinking to be exclusively dominated by one 
idea. From the prophetic literature and social 
experience of his race and from his own communion 
with the Father he had imbibed certain concep- 
tions of human and superhuman relationships 
that were universal in sWotetaneliceticas and, 
therefore, far transcended in permanent value 
the*ferm at least: of apocalyptic doctrine. 1 
And again, in answer to the question, “Was Jesus apocal- 
yptic in his views?" he writes:” 
"We may not be able to claim the Support of the 
saying, 'Lo, the Kingdom of God is within you 
(Moffatt, Luke xV1ii.21) because of uncertainty 
as to translation, but that the Kingdom was 
for Jesus primarily a matter of hearts needs 
no proof, It is for the humble, the pure ain 
heart (See Beatitudes), it must be received 
as a little child,* 


Even Dr. Scott, who insists” that if Jesus had 


af 
p- 208. See Bibliography # 3. 


Be 40. See Bibliography # 3. 


p. 110, Scott. See Bibliography # 2, 
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abandoned the idea of a future Kingdom, "He would have 
emptied the terms he used of their whole mena" must 
also admit that: . 
“Jesus does not appear, like the apocalyptic 
writers, to Contemplate an entire destruction 
of the present world, that it may be replaced 
by another... He assumes rather, that the 
new world will be identical with the old, but 
miraculously transfigured and purified. cons Be 
thought of the Kingdom as future, but yet as 
SO near at hand that its power could be felt 
already. The influences sent forth from t 
were beginning to act on the presen Use atuwae 
possible for men to discern those influences 
and allow them to operate in their lives. 
This, in our judgment, is the true Significance 
of those sayings of Jesus in which a present 
realization of the Kingdom appears to be con- 
templated, "4 
When we add to such eloquent testimony that of pr. 
Bosworth, we have a bulwark of conviction and evidence 
which forces us to conclude that the solely eschatological 
interpretation of the coming Kingdom is as thoroughly 
inadequate as its affirmation that Jesus thought of himself 


as the Messiah is wholly convincing. 


‘T 
Scent, PpLildli-112: See Bibliography # 2. 
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It was because Jesus thought of the Kingdom as both 
a state of being and a state of mind that he bade his 
disciples to pray that the Kingdom might come and also 
to seek the Kingdom. By hungering after it and looking 
forward in faith to its full consummation they were to 
Make it a reality. Eschatology has its role to play 
in the teachings of Jesus, insofar as we have them, but 
we must not forget that there are other elements and that, 
even then, our record is not complete. 
"The presence and power of His apirit,- the 
spread of His Gospels, the progress of His 
Miugdem have been as much a fulfillment of the 
eschatological teaching of the New Testament 
as His life and work on earth were a fulfili- 
ment of Messianic prophecy, for fulfillment 
always transcends prophecy......"" 
Finally, quoting Dr. Bosworth, 
"The evidence shows that the chief feature of 
Jesus! experience was his sense of the presence 
of God within him. This produced his clear 
vision of religious and ethical values and made 
him feel the responsibility of establishing 
those values. in the life of the world. 
“His basal religious and ethical principles, 


the Fatherhood of God and the brotherhood 


-Ency. Beit. Vol. & pp. 764. Article by A. E. Garvie. 
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of man, are more and more clearly seen to be 
eternally valid, in accord with the central 
trend of the moral evolution of man, We 

constantly appeal to these great principles, 


perfectly expressed in his own character and 


life, in our effort to secure proper industrial 


relations, thrifty provision for the rainy day 
and old age, the removal of the causes of 
poverty and disease, the mastery of the physi- 
Cal world by scientific discovery and in- 
vention for the common good, the maintenance 
of law, order, courts, schools and all other 
institutions of an honest and friendly world 
Greer Ole os sta ak Nos Sou cs 

“wodern thinking in all its provision for the 
long future counts on an evolution vitalized 
by the will of God and not upon an end of the 
age near at hand. if the immortal spirit of 
Jesus is in touch with the life of each gener-~ 
ation, he would certainly wish to see men make 
new applications of his principles, however 


different from his own, in order to be true 


D9 


to the unfolding will of God in this new thought 


world." 


Jesus did not return as apocalypticism decreed that 


he should. 


Still, he returned. Can anyone deny that 
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from the Christian's viewpoint he has been with each 
succeeding generation? No, this we cannot deny. He 
has returned to every age and the extent of that return 
has been limited only by the measure in which mankind 
has been willing to receive hin. 

He is present in our age, not to the extent that he 
would be, but as fully as we will permit him to be. 
His Kingdom too is present on earth to-day but not in the 
extent that he would have it roe Why? Because we will 
not permit it. But surely it is in him that even to-day, 
"We live and move and have our being." He indeed is the 


Way, the Truth and the Life. 
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This title was preceded by 
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putting special emphasis upon the life and teachings 
of Jesus 


Paul's conception of Christ 


Prayer in the life and teaching of Jesus 


And is continued by 
St. Paul's idea of Jesus 
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